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A  WOMAN has con demned
 thieves who snatched trib utes

from the graves of her mum and
baby nephew in New Mil ton on
Mother’s Day.

Mother's Day grave
thefts condemned

Wendy Keep ing said her fam ily
had been “dev as tated” by the theft of
a small resin an gel, a flo ral bas ket
tub and two large plant pots out side
St Mary Mag da lene Church in Old
Mil ton Road.

The items were laid on Sunday
but had all dis ap peared when a
fam ily mem ber re turned to the
grave yard later that day. Mrs
 Keeping told the ‘A&T’ the police
did not seem to care when the crime 
was re ported.

“We’re just dev as tated be cause we
thought the world of our mum and
nephew,” she said. “We’re a car ing
fam ily and see our graves have flo ral
trib utes every week.

“To us it seems some one ob vi ously
could n’t af ford to buy any thing for
their mum on Mother’s Day so went
around the grave yard look ing for
some thing to steal.

“I hope they real ise what they’ve
done. It’s dev as tat ing for fam i lies,
they put things down for their
loved ones and then they go
 missing.”

No ambulance 
for ‘heart

attack’ sailor
THE am bu lance ser vice has apolo -

gised after a din ghy sailor with a
 suspected heart at tack had to be
flown to hos pi tal by coast guard
 helicopter be cause there was no
trans port avail able.

Emer gency ser vices were alerted
at about 11.15am on Sunday when
Frank Wenman (76) suf fered chest
pains com pet ing in Lym ing ton
Town Sail ing Club’s Sunday Se ries
race.

Mr Wenman, who had a heart
 condition, was taken by the club’s
own res cue team to the shore off
Bath Road where he was met by
Lym ing ton coast guard of fi cers and
treated at the scene by emer gency
co-re sponder and fast re sponse
 ambulance crews.

How ever, South Cen tral Am bu -
lance Ser vice (SCAS) was un able to
send hos pi tal trans port, so the
coast guard res cue he li cop ter was
called out. 

It landed in the park next to the
band stand in Bath Road and flew
the pa tient to Dorchester Hos pi tal
after he had been given ox y gen. The
sail ing club said he was dis charged
two days later.

SCAS has come un der fire sev eral
time s be fore over its fail ure to
promptly send am bu lances to emer -
gen cies. County coun cil lors re cently
said it was putt ing lives at risk in the
New For est by pri ori tis ing ur ban
call-outs above ru ral ones to meet
targets.

A SCAS spokes woman told the
‘A&T’: “Un for tu nately at the time of
the call the ser vice was ex pe ri enc ing
a higher than nor mal de mand on our
ser vices with a sig nif i cant num ber of
se ri ous life-threat en ing and emer -
gency in ci dents on go ing in the
 Forest area. This was partly due to
un ex pected short-term staff
shortages on the day.

“The near est avail able am bu lance
was des patched to the scene as soon
as it be came avail able. 
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Theme park roller-coaster threat
forces NPA into planning U-turn

NA TIONAL park au thor ity
 members have per formed a

plan ning U-turn to al low a New
For est theme park to keep an
 unauthorised £1m roller-coaster
that was  refused just five months
ago.

When the con tro ver sial Edge ride
opened at Paultons Park in the
spring last year neigh bours
 complained it was gen er at ing ex tra
traf fic, pol lu tion and noise from
scream ing visitors.

How ever, after Paultons’ bosses
warned they could actually keep the
ride by le gally mov ing it closer to
homes — with out hav ing to get
 permission — the NPA’s plan ning
com mit tee voted on  Tuesday by nine 
to three for it to stay where it was.

An other roller-coaster, the £2m
Co bra, was al lowed to re main in
Decem ber last year, and the com mit -
tee was split be tween those who felt
the Edge was a step too far and
 supporters who said it ben e fit ted the 
local economy.

NPA mem ber Barry Rickman said
the na tional park was “very lucky” to
have Paultons on its door step. “I
could not have picked any thing

better to have along side us — it
takes pres sure off the For est,” he
said. 

But Alan Weeks said noth ing had
changed since the last ap pli ca tion to
keep the Edge was re fused in
 October last year. 

He added: “The Co bra ride which
we al lowed last year is dif fer ent; the
noise is spread out be cause the carts
only trans port three or four people at 
once, I was always sup port ive of
that. 

“The Edge car ries up to 80 people
who are all scream ing at once. I
voted against it the first time and I
will vote against it now.”

Paultons had warned that if it was
re fused per mis sion, it would shift it
to an area of the site of fi cially des ig -
nated as an “amuse ment park” where 
per mis sion was not needed.

Speak ing for the park, Richard
Mancey said the cur rent lo ca tion
next to the Co bra was the best pos si -
ble. “The clos est neigh bours have
writ ten in sup port. Mov ing the ride
would bring it closer to them,” he
warned.

The lat est ap pli ca tion prompted
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MP ‘scapegoated’ for 
blocking poverty bill

CHRIST CHURCH Con ser va tive
MP Chris to pher Chope says he

has been made a scape goat over
al le ga tions he blocked a third
world anti-pov erty bill. 

He was named by a na tional news -
pa per as the MP who shouted “ob -
ject” in the House of Com mons when
pro posed leg is la tion to help poor na -
tions from debt sharks was read out
on Fri day in last week.

The ob jec tion was blamed for kill ing 
the chances of The Debt Re lief (De -
vel op ing Coun tries) Bill, which had
been pro posed by a Labour mem ber
and sup ported by the gov ern ment. 

It was de signed to stop “vul ture
fund” op er a tors buy ing up the debt
of third world na tions and then su ing 
for im me di ate re pay ment. Oxfam
pol icy ad vi sor Max Law son said the
bill had been “ab so lutely vi tal leg is la -
tion that needed to be passed”. 

Mr Chope was one of three Tory
MPs in the cham ber at the time and
speak ing to the ‘A&T’ on Wednes -
day, he said he had been made a
scape goat for the fail ure of the bill
which, he said, had no chance of be -
com ing law be fore the elec tion.

He said that al though the gov ern -
ment had given the bill time in com -
mit tee it had made clear that there
would be no fur ther dis cus sion after
the de bate ended. 

“What we are talk ing about here is
the con ven tion un der stand ing
orders that if people from any part of
the cham ber don’t want some thing
to go through on the nod, they can,
on an unattributable ba sis from a
sed en tary po si tion with out ris ing,
shout ‘object’. 

“That does n’t mean they ob ject to
the bill, they ob ject to it go ing
through with out dis cus sion.”

Mr Chope said it was “com plete
fan tasy” to sug gest his party leader,
David Cameron, was fu ri ous the bill
had been blocked and was try ing to
find out who was re spon si ble.

“He’s not taken an in ter est in it at
all,” claimed the MP. “If he had been
con cerned as to who might have ob -
jected I am sure those of us in the
cham ber at the time would have
heard about it.”

A Tory party spokes man added:
“Par lia ment was asked to nod some -
thing through that would have an
im pact of all sorts of finan cial in stru -
ments and so on. In prin ciple we sup -
port it but it clearly needs scru tiny in
par lia ment. The gov ern ment was
not pre pared to give it any time.

“What was asked was that the bill
should get no scru tiny and not be
looked at at all and a couple of MPs,
that might have in cluded Chris
Chope, thought they were be ing
asked to rush some thing through.”

But gov ern ment could have saved it

Ex pla na tion: Chris Chope

A ME CHANIC’S quick think ing
helped stop a fire at a Lyndhurst

thatched cot tage spread ing out of
con trol.

Phil French (44) sprang into action 
while work ing at Pat’s Gar age when
he spot ted flames lick ing around the
chim ney of the house in Rom sey
Road on Fri day in last week.

Firefighters had al ready been
alerted just after 10am when Phil and 
an other man he did not know ran to
the scene, grabbed a garden hose
and sprayed water at the flam ing
roof for up to 10 min utes be fore
back-up arrived.

Phil did not im me di ate ly real ise
how se ri ous the sit u a tion was and
told the ‘A&T’: “I opened the doors
and thought, hang on it’s snow ing —
but found it was ash.” But when he
saw the flames he ran over the road
to help.

“I was stood on a raised area
squirt ing water up into the thatch to
stop it from spread ing,” he said. “We
put the flames out, but every time we
stopped the flames came back — you
can’t get right in there with a garden

hose, it’s a hard enough job to get it
up there. 

“I think they sent the whole of
Hamp shire fire bri gade out! They
prob a bly took about five to 10
 minutes tops to arrive, but at the
time I was think ing, where are they?”

The crews from six sta tions across
the New For est and South amp ton
pulled out sec tions of thatch to
 prevent flames spread ing, re strict ing
the dam age to a small area of the roof. 
No one was in the house at the time.

Redbridge sta tion man ager
Mickey Smither praised the actions
of the two men as “cou ra geous”, but
warned: “We would re mind people to
take great pre cau tions with fire as it
is a very dan ger ous thing and they
could get caught out.”

He added: “This type of in ci dent is
always very dif fi cult to deal with due
to the make-up of the thatch roof.

“The crews did a fan tas tic job in
mak ing a break in the thatch to stop
the fire spread ing to in volve the
whole of the prop erty.

“Had it not been for their swift
actions and hard work there is no
doubt that the dam age would have

Me chanic raced to save
cot tage from thatch fire

Quick action: firefighters con tain the blaze and (inset) Phil French

been much more sig nif i cant.” 
He said the owner had taken all

pre cau tions and even re cently
 attended an ad vice ses sion. An
 investigation found the blaze had
been caused by sparks fly ing from a
bon fire in a neigh bour’s garden. 

Phil said: “If we were n’t there
maybe the house would have gone
up or it would n’t have made much
dif fer ence. I  wouldn’t have called my -
self a hero — I was just glad to have
saved the house if it was go ing to go
up.”
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A LAND MARK ú16m con ser va tion 
deal has been agreed to re store

New For est land scapes and fund
com mon ers for the next 10 years.

The agree ment — the big gest of its
kind in Europe — was signed at a
spe cial cer e mony at the Verderers’
Court in Lyndhurst on Wednes day.
It will un lock a host of pro jects to
pre serve the area’s char ac ter, his tory 
and an cient traditions.

Add ing their names to the Higher
Level Stew ard ship Scheme (HLSS)
were the Com mon ers De fence As -
socia tion, the na tional park au thor -
ity, the verderers, the For estry
Com mis sion and na tional ecol ogy
body Nat u ral England.

The money will be equally di vided
be tween sup port ing commoning
and var ied con ser va tion work. It re -
places the pre vious sys tem which
only fo cused on pay ing com mon ers
for graz ing at a rate of be tween ú25
and ú60 per animal.

The money set aside for
commoning — the Verderers’ Graz -

ing Scheme Fund — will be man aged
by the verderers and paid di rectly to
live stock owners and used for larger
scale pro jects to ben e f it  the
commoning com mu nity.

Speak ing at the launch after two
years of dis cus sions, Of f i  cial
Verderer Ol i ver Crosthwaite Eyre
said pri or i ties were to in stall a water
sup ply at the Beaulieu Road sales
yard, pro vide agisters with new Land 
Rov ers and stock trail ers, and se cure 
a per ma nent stock of back-up
grazing land.

He thanked Nat u ral Eng land and
added: “On our wish list for the
future would be to leave a last ing leg -
acy that sup ports the For est and
commoning for per pe tu ity.”

Alan Law, Nat u ral Eng land’s direc -
tor for the south-east re gion, said:
“This is an im por tant mo ment for the 
For est as this mas sive agree ment
will bring a wide range of New For est
con ser va tion, land scape and ed u ca -
tional ben e fits into one scheme.”

The HLSS re places the old Coun -

£16M DEAL SECURED 
TO PROTECT FOREST

try side Stew ard ship Scheme which
was due to ex pire in 2013. Com mon -
ers’ pay ments will con tinue as nor -
mal un til then when the rates will be
re as sessed.

The verderers, For estry Com mis -
sion and NPA will form a HLSS
board, which will make de ci sions on
how con ser va tion pay ments should
be spent. A man ager will be ap -
pointed to work full time to de liver
its decisions.

The New For est is the larg est low -
land heath in Europe and cov ers
56,000 hect ares in Hamp shire and
Wiltshire, sup port ing rare spe cies in -
clud ing the night jar, Dartford war -
bler, king fisher, bog or chid, and stag
beetle.

To re store “dam aged hab i tats and
land scapes”, the HLSS will pay ú80
per hect are of el i gi ble land to bring
back char ac ter is tic wood pas ture,
heath and grassland.

A Nat u ral Eng land spokes per son
said: “Dam aged hab i tats and land -
scapes will be re stored and work will
be un der taken to im prove the qual -
ity of the vis i tor ex pe ri ence. Na tion -
ally im por tant mon u ments will be
positively managed.”

Streams and drain age sys tems
which have straight ened and deep -
ened over the de cades will be re -
stored to their orig i  nal slow
me an der ing courses to rec re ate nat -
u ral floodplains. 

Mike Sed don, dep uty sur veyor for
the For estry Com mis sion, said: “This 
[HLSS] will al low us to move be yond
our core land man age ment work and
un der take pro jects like lawn res to ra -
tion and bracken control.

“It could mean sim ple prac ti cal
things like putt ing new catches on
gates to make the For est more ac -
ces si ble to people with dis abil i ties.”
Road side banks and ditches could
be re newed, and its ar chae ol ogy re -
paired, he added.

The NPA plans to use the new cash 
on a 10-year sur vey of the For est
using ae rial pho tog ra phy and la ser
pulses to un cover ev i dence of me di -
eval inclosures and ar chae o log i cal
sites.

On the first an ni ver sary of the
HLSS a sec ond cele bra tion is al -
ready planned when Wednes day’s
sig na to ries hope to re port on their
progress.
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On track: the £1m Edge ride was re fused five months ago

RSPCA in spec tors in ves ti gat ing
the mys te ri ous deaths of three

dogs are set to search for clues at a
Highcliffe pond.

Post mor tem ex am i na tions of the
an i mals’ bod ies, all thought to have
died dur ing the past week, were tak -
ing place at a gov ern ment lab o ra tory 
in Winchester on Thursday.

The in ves ti ga tion was launched
after a rel a tive of one of the dog
owners who walked his pet at
Lakewood heard two oth ers, who
also reg u larly ex er cised there, had
suf fered the same fate. 

The rel a tive, who did not want to
be named, told the ‘A&T’ the an i mal
was rushed to the Pri ory Vets sur -
gery in Highcliffe late last week. The
dog later suf fered fits and was moved 
to the vet’s hos pi tal in Christ church

but had to be put down.

He said: “As the three dogs have
fallen ill seem ingly after be ing in a
small geo graph ical area I thought
there clearly may be some thing
wrong.”

A spokes per son for the RSPCA
said: “I can con firm this has been re -
ported and de tails have been passed
onto a RSPCA in spec tor to in ves ti -
gate.”

A spokes per son for Pri ory Vets
con firmed three dogs had died in un -
ex plained cir cum stances. He said:
“We do not know any thing at this
stage and it is too early to come to
any con clu sion about anything.

“I can say we will be do ing some
tests and of course we are happy to
help any in ves ti ga tion.”

Investigation: the pond at Lakewood in Highcliffe

'Poi son pond' probe
after three dogs die
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“We are await ing fur ther in for ma -
tion about our pa tient’s con di tion
and are sorry for the de lay and the
dis tress which this has caused to the

pa tient and their family.”

She added: “We send our sin cer est
thanks and grat i tude to mem bers of
Her Maj esty’s coast guard who were
on scene to take the pa tient to
 hospital.”

(Con tin ued from front page)

1,446 let ters of sup port and Mr
Mancey said over 800 were writ ten by 
“local people”. He added: “All the
 letters in sup port were in di vid ual
sub mis sions. We did not ask people
to send in templates.”

Both Copythorne Par ish Coun cil
and New For est Dis trict Coun cil’s
en vi ron men tal health of fi cers had
with drawn ob jec tions amid fears
mov ing the ride would cause more
dis tur bance. NPA of fi cers advised
approval.

NPA mem ber Maureen Hold ing
said: “This rec om men da tion to grant 
per mis sion is a vic tory for com mon
sense. It is good for local jobs and
good for the com mu nity. Every one
agrees this is the best pos si ble
location.”

But Peter Frost said the NPA had
been “trapped be tween a rock and a
hard place”. He said: “Paultons
 deserves to be con grat u lated on a
very suc cess ful cam paign; they seem
to have con vinced every one that
some thing has changed — when in
fact it hasn’t.

“We don’t seem to have much
 option here, but I would like to have
seen the par ish coun cil  here
 supporting it and ex plain ing to us
why they changed their view.”

A spokes per son for the com pany
said af ter wards: “This de ci sion now
regu lar ises all the rides and at trac -
tions in plan ning terms at the park.

“We would like to thank all those
local people that have sup ported us
over the last few months, both by
actually writ ing to the na tional park
au thor ity and also by send ing us
their sup port. 

“This has been greatly ap pre ci ated
by the di rec tors and man age ment
and every one that works at
Paultons. We are now look ing
 forward to the 2010 sea son at the
park.”

––––––––––––––––––

Roller-coaster
wins approval

Thatch prop erty owners can ob -
tain in for ma tion packs by
 contacting their local fire sta tion or
the ser vice’s com mu nity safety
 department on 023 8064 4000. More
de tails about the scheme can also be
found on line at www.hantsfire.gov.
uk/yoursafety/athome/thatchfires/
thatchinformation.htm

————————

Coastguard rescues sailor

Emer gency: the stand-in he li cop ter
touches down in Lymington (Photo: Keith Gunn)

Mechanic saves
home from fire 
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A new chap ter: (l-r) Com mon ers De fence As socia tion chair man Gra ham Fer ris,
dep uty sur veyor Mike Sed don, Of fi cial Verderer Ol i ver Crosthwaite Eyre,

Nat u ral Eng land area man ager Wanda Fojt, and NPA chair man Clive Chat ters

Forest funds deal signed

Man showed
‘total disregard’

for ASBO
A HOME LESS man from New

 Milton ac cused of break ing his ASBO 
13 time s was told by  magistrates he
had shown “a to tal dis re gard for
court orders and security”.

Twenty-year-old Tarron Crutcher
ap peared in court for sen tenc ing
after be ing found guilty at a trial in
 January of yet again breach ing the
ASBO given to him in 2007.

Pros e cu tor Emma Cur rie said the
order banned Crutcher from be hav -
ing in a way that was likely to cause
any one who was not a mem ber of his
house hold ha rass ment, alarm or
 distress, and from go ing into cer tain
ar eas of New Mil ton and Lymington.

Crutcher was out side New Mil ton’s
Tesco Ex press store on Janu ary 11th
when he was seen shout ing, swear ing
and ges tur ing at cars, and scared one
passer-by, Lindsey Cooper, into cross -
ing the road and phon ing the police.

Crutcher was arrested and in
 interview con firmed he was there
but  insisted he had not shouted
 anything, said Ms Cur rie. Two
 further charges that he had
breached his ASBO on Feb ruary
18th and March 3rd, were dropped.

De fend ing, Sally Day said so lic i -
tors would be chal leng ing Crutcher’s
ASBO which she said had actually
ex pired in Janu ary. She pointed out
he had been on re mand for 35 days
 already and urged the Bench to
 sentence him for that time so he
could go free. 

Mag is trates agreed and Crutcher
was al lowed to leave the court. But
the pre sid ing mag is trate, Keith
Calum-Hale, told him: “You can not
keep go ing on like this, it has gone on
long enough.”

Crutcher is due to re ap pear on
Tues day March 23rd when so lic i tors
will ar gue be fore dis trict judge
Lorraine Mor gan that his ASBO
should be dis charged.

Fire crews car wash
for charity

FIREFIGHTERS in the New
 Forest will be join ing col leagues
across Hamp shire in  national car
wash day to day (Sat ur day) in aid of
the Fire Fight ers Char ity.

Crew mem bers from Ring wood,
Bur ley, New Mil ton and Lym ing ton
will be among those get ting the soap,
sponges and hose jets out at their sta -
tions from 10am to raise money and
add a shine to even the dirt i est car.

It will also be an op por tu nity for
driv ers to have a chat about fire
safety in the home while their
 vehicles are given a gleam ing fin ish.
In re turn, the firefighters will be
 asking for a dona tion to sup port
their char ity.

Red House Museum wildlife photo show
AN ex hi bi tion of wild life pho to -

graphs will go on dis play at the Red
House Mu seum in Christ church next 
week end.

The work is by win ners of the first
Hengistbury Head pho tog ra phy
com pe ti tion, which at tracted over
100 en tries from nov ices and

 professionals.

Christ church bor ough coun cil lor
Chris tine Payne will pres ent the
 winners and run ners-up with prizes
at the open ing of the ex hi bi tion on
Sat ur day March 27th. The pho to -
graphs will be on view at the mu seum 
un til April 24th.


